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Message from troika books

Troika Books  is looking forward to an exciting publishing 
programme. Though small, and still a relatively young publisher – Troika 
is not yet five years old – we have many years’ experience of publishing 
outstanding books for children and our list features superb, award-
winning authors including Michelle Magorian, Berlie Doherty, Bernard 
Ashley, Hilda Offen and Pippa Goodhart, writers who know exactly how 
to create stories that will catch and hold children’s imagination, and 
open up new worlds of adventure for them. 

We are equally proud of our highly 
talented newer authors, such as Philip 
Womack, spinning some of the best 
new contemporary fantasy; Jo Franklin, whose funny, family-based 
stories have already made their way onto prize shortlists; and 
Sarah Matthias, whose YA novel A Berlin Love Song is both a 
celebration of the Romani way of life, and the powerful, moving story 
of two individuals caught up in history. 
Our picture book list is just as varied, with subjects including  
a little elephant, a cave boy and his best friend, and a gentle,  
lovable pair of socks. 

We’re proud too to be publishing new poetry collections, by  
popular poets Neal Zetter and Joshua Seigal, and Message 
from the Moon, the follow up to Hilda Offen’s CLiPPA
shortlisted Blue Balloons and Rabbit Ears. 
In fact, what it lacks in size, Troika more than makes up for in 
quality, with a book to entertain and beguile every reader,  
whether they’re looking for escape, diversion, adventure, or  
the chance to see the world through someone else’s eyes.  
We look forward to sharing them with you.
Martin West Publisher
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The Wild Fluffalump
A Bedtime Story
Written by Mwenye Hadithi
Illustrated by Adrienne Kennaway

Publication: 10 August 2017

Hardback 280 x 208 mm / £11.99
32pp Full colour illustrations

ISBN: 978-1-909991-47-7

BIC: YBCS
Ages: 3+

Rights available:  World ex-S Africa

MWenye HAdiTHi (Bruce Hobson) 
Bruce Hobson writes as Mwenye Hadithi (story teller in Swahili). 
Pronounced m-wen-yay hadeethee.

Bruce was born in Nairobi, Kenya, with a wild 
garden visited by gazelles and porcupines and 
warthogs. A crocodile once went to sleep by the 
ironing board, and a hippopotamus got stuck 
in the back gate. As a child he kept tarantula-
like spiders as pets and at school they were 
often confronted by baboons on the hocky-
field. From there he went to Rugby School 
in England, and studied foreign literature at 
London University. This inspired him to write, 
inspired by those traditional oral stories from 
Africa where the foibles of village characters, 
thinly disguised as animals, would lead to 
a moral lesson, and in 1984 the first of the 
Hadithi series Greedy Zebra was published.

Adrienne Kennaway won the Kate Greenaway 
Medal for Crafty Chameleon, also written by 
Mwenye Hadithi. She grew up all over the 
world, but spent most of her formative life in 
Kenya, East Africa, where an interest in wildlife 
soon turned to art, and even as a child Adrienne 
painted animals. Ealing Tech in London and 
L’Academie Bella Arte in Rome honed her skill, 
and she became notably successful with her 
vivid watercolour illustrations for Mwenye 
Hadithi’s African Folk Tale series. 

One morning – at the foot of a tree on the African plain –  
a strange creature is found. It’s fluffy and puffy. What can it be?  

The meerkats declare it is a wild Fluffalump.  
Eagle says there’s no such thing, Buffalo thinks it must be a bird, 

Hyena says it squeaked and wriggled when he gave it a poke 
and Giraffe finds it has toes. By now the Fluffalump is hungry 
and thirsty and when it is nipped on the bottom by Crocodile 
it trumpets loudly. And across the plain comes Elephant who 
dumps it in the lake for a wash and Fluffalump is revealed to 

be – a baby elephant!

www.tusk.org
Protecting Wildlife  Supporting Communities  Promoting Education

Bruce Hobson commissioned this book in aid of TUSK as it is his conviction that 
children in their formative years should learn to  feel protective towards rhinos and 

elephants, as well as the usual cuddly bears and koalas and penguins.
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What i Think About When  
i Think About ...Running
Written by eleanor Levenson
Illustrated by Katie O’Hagan

Publication: 4 May 2017

Paperback 255 x 230mm / £6.99
32pp Full colour illustrations
978-1-909991-17-0

BIC: YBCS
Ages: 3+

Rights available: World

eLeAnOR LeVenSOn is a freelance journalist. 
She has written three non-fiction books for 
adults. This is her fifth children’s book. Eleanor 
lives in London with her husband and three 
young children where she combines writing 
books with running her own publishing 
business, Fisherton Press.

KATie O’HAGAn grew up in Luxembourg and 
France, then studied illustration at Duncan of 
Jordanstone University in Dundee. She lives in 
London.

Also in the Series

ISBN: 978-1-909991-02-6

It’s a dog’s life.

Have you ever wondered what dogs think about? A walk? A ball. 
Or … ?

Explore the meaning of life from a dog’s point of view in this
wonderful companion to Eleanor Levenson’s fishy first book,

What I think about when I think about ...swimming

A picture book for children that will make adults laugh too.

Praise for What I think about when I think about ...swimming

‘A little gem of a book, to be read many times over’  
 carousel

It feels like a classic’ mumsnet.com

PICTURE BOOKS

dog on Wheels
Written and illustrated by  
Gillian McClure

Publication: 25 May 2017

Paperback 260 x 250mm / £6.99
32pp Full colour illustrations
978-1-909991-36-1

BIC: YBCS
Ages: 3+

Key sales and marketing
• A dog story with a contemporary twist
• Reassuring ending
• Appealing and atmospheric illustrations by 

top children’s illustrator

Rights available: World

Kate Greenaway Medal highly commended 
author and illustrator GiLLiAn MCCLuRe is 
the creator of many picture books, including 
Selkie (A Scottish Folk Tale), Mouse in the House, 
Flood, We’re Going to Build a Dam and Zoe’s 
Boat. Gillian lives in Cambridge where she runs 
Plaister Press.

you might also like: 

ISBN: 978-1-909991-26-2

Dog pals Dubbin and Todd are going on a walk before breakfast: 
Dubbin on his skateboard and Todd lagging behind on paws.  
Not only that but Todd is also carrying a huge bone which is  

attracting attention from another, not so nice, dog.
Can Dubbin, Todd and the bone get home safely?

Illustrations in watercolour and gouache have a grainy effect  
from rock salt crystals which capture the texture of pavements.

Reviews for Gillian McClures titles:

Flood 
‘a warm and beautifully illustrated story about  

cooperation in adversity’  anthony browne

Zoe’s Boat 
‘an appealing adventure for newly independent readers’  

books for keeps 

We’re Going to Build a Dam 
‘A hymn to the joy of “messing about” on the beach’ jane ray 

Mouse in the House 
‘a picture book for the very young that offers 

delight at each re-reading’ carousel

PICTURE BOOKS
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Cave boy Orq and mammoth Woma love having fun together. 
But stone-age bullies Dorq and Caba are making life difficult. 
Orq and Woma are fast on their feet but the bullies are faster. 
When Dorq and Caba pick on Woma, Orq is so angry that he 

starts slamming two rocks together. Suddenly a spark, appears 
then a flame, then fire! Dorq and Caba run away in terror while 

Orq and Woma celebrate their amazing discovery. Uplifting, 
funny tale of friendship winning against bullies.

This Orq. (he say ‘ugh!’)
Written by david elliott
illustrated by Lori nichols

Publication: 14 September 2017

Hardback 279 x 216mm / £11.99
32pp Full colour illustrations
iSBn: 978-1-909991-34-7

BiC: YBCS
Ages: 3+

Rights available: UK, Eire, ANZ

in this series: 

978-1-909991-20-0  £6.99

PICTURE BOOKS

Reviews for This Orq

‘A positive story about friendship and loyalty –  
children will love it’  parents in touch

‘Take one cave boy, add a woolly mammoth, and with David Elliott’s 
clever story and Lori Nichols’ charming illustrations, you’ve got a 

recipe for a children’s picture book that already feels like something 
of a classic ... a book with a mammoth heart’  damian kelleher

‘Me love ending. Me love book. Definitely a winner where young 
children are concerned and I suspect a proliferation of caveboy 

speak to ensue temporarily whenever it’s read aloud.’ 
jill bennett, red reading hub

david elliott lives in New Hampshire, USA 
with his wife and a Dandie Dinmont terrier 
that doesn’t shed, doesn’t smell, and is house-
trained. Sort of. David is the author of the  
New York Times bestseller And Here’s To You!; 
a trio of poetry books about animals as well as
many other picture books and children’s books.

Lori nichols grew up in Northwestern 
Pennsylvania USA surrounded by pets. 
Although Lori never had a woolly mammoth, 
she did persuade her mother to let her 
have a parakeet, a dog, a cat, a hermit crab,  
a salamander, a frog and a grasshopper.  
She now lives in Alabama with her husband, 
three daughters and one cat.

Message from the Moon
Written and illustrated by Hilda Offen

Publication: 25 May 2017

Pbk   225 x 165mm  / £6.99
64pppp 

iSBn: 978-1-909991-439

BIC: YDP
Ages: 5+

Rights available: World

Hilda Offen is a children’s author and illustrator 
known for her prize-winning picture books, 
stories for young readers – and poetry. Her 
recent books for Troika include Rita Rides Again 
and Rita on the River in the series Rita the 
Rescuer. Hilda lives in Brighton. She is a regular 
visitor in schools and libraries, where her author 
sessions are very popular.

Hilda Offen’s first collection of original poems  
was shortlisted for the CliPPA poetry award.

Hilda Offen’s new collection is a mixture of imaginative, thoughtful 
and funny poems. Meet the killer caterpillar on the prowl, the robber rabbit  

who is a criminal all-rounder, the reading dogs – and the troll who is not afraid to 
speak out about those Billy-Goats Gruff. There are poems about nature  

and the seasons and a look at our planet from the Moon.

The collection is divided into sections – Oh, Really?, Feathers and Fur,  
Dream-time, From Dawn to Dusk and Outside-in – and in each of  

these the poems bring contrast, surprise and delight.

Hilda’s witty line illustrations fill the pages and perfectly complement her poetry.

The Reading Agency’s Summer Reading Challenge 2017 selection

Praise for Blue Balloons and Rabbit Ears 
‘Full of fun and rhyme and rhythm … includes thoughtful 

themes about nature and history too’ clippa judges

POETRY

in this series: 

ISBN: 978-1-909991-03-3 • £5.99
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Here Come the Superheroes
Raps and Rhymes to Save the Galaxy
Written by neal Zetter
Illustrated by Chris White

Publication: 25 June 2017

Paperback  250 x 165mm  / £6.99 / 64pp

iSBn: 978-1-909991-46-0

BiC: YDP
Ages: 8-13

Rights available: World

Author info: Secret ID – Neal Zetter. Top Power: 
Poetry. Deadliest Enemy: Writer’s Block. Neal is a 
London-based, comedy performance poet, well-
known for using poetry writing and performance 
to develop literacy, confidence, self-expression, 
creativity and presentation skills in three to 
103-year-olds, regularly entertaining audiences in 
schools, theatres, libraries etc. His Troika books are 
It’s Not Fine to Sit on a Porcupine, SSSSNAP! Mister 
Shark and Odd Socks!

illustrator info: Chris White keeps his Top Power 
secret but we know he’s deadly with his pencil 
as he’s also the incredible illustrator of SSSSNAP! 
Mister Shark and Odd Socks!.

Take a look at: 

ISBN: 978-1-909991-28-6

Selected by Book Trust as a Children’s Favourite poetry book.

‘Rappy, happy poetic magic … perfect for 
entertaining school classes or to be enjoyed  

by all the family at home’   
pam norfolk, lancashire evening post

Get disengaged boys (and girls) into reading with this unique  
full-colour comic book format collection of raps and rhymes celebrating the 

galaxy’s newest superheroes by top performance poet neal Zetter. 
Additional secret data includes the protagonists’ top powers,  

planets of origin, deadliest enemies and other fascinating facts.

Meet Captain Polystyrene (Weedy as a tiny feather, watch him crumble
 in bad weather), Super Senior (He’s not so brave, he’s not so bold, 

this superhero’s rather old), Sister Speed (Faster than a flash, 
she’s a raging rocket, she’s a white hot wire, an electric socket), 

Micro Girl (Like a tiny spot, concealing herself beneath a full-stop),
 and Terrific Tot whose enemy is Teen Terrible:

He’s attending kindergarten, Missing lessons to fight crime,
While he’s cuddling his teddy, Ending evil every time,

Though he’s sucking on his dummy, And his mum still wipes his bot,
He’s the best to stage a rescue, Shout his name Terrific Tot!

POETRY

A Berlin Love Song
Written by Sarah Matthias

Publication: 6 April 2017

Pbk   B format   / £7.99
400pp 

978-1-909991-40-8

BIC: YFT
Ages: YA

Rights available: World Rights sold: Serbia

Sarah Matthias studied at Oxford University 
and then worked for the BBC where she 
produced a documentary called The Nazi Hunter, 
based on the life and work of Simon Wiesenthal, 
a holocaust survivor who spent much of his life 
tracking down war criminals.

A Berlin exhibition, Hitler and the Germans, 
Nation and Crime, further inspired her to 
research the wartime persecution of the 
Romani people.

Sarah’s previous books include three well-
received medieval mystery stories for children: 
The Riddle of the Poisoned Monk, Tom Fletcher and 
the Angel of Death and Tom Fletcher and the Three 
Wise Men. 
She lives in London with her family.

The Romani girl and the German soldier. 
Daring to love against the rules.

Max is a German schoolboy, when he first meets Lili, a trapeze artist 
from a travelling circus that performs every year in Berlin. Lili is a 

Romani and her life and customs are very different from those of Max 
and his family. Their friendship turns into love, but love between a 

German and a Romani is definitely forbidden. As Max is conscripted into 
the SS and war tears them apart, can their love survive?

Set against the backdrop of the Second World War,  
A Berlin Love Song is a love story of passion, 

unexpected friendship, despair, loss and hope.

Troika MD Martin West says, ‘Sarah brings the past to 

life in vivid, passionate, page-turning stories.  

A Berlin Love Song is one of the most compelling 

and moving stories you will read all year.’

FICTION

8 9



Help! i’m a Genius
Written by Jo Franklin
Line illustrations by Aaron Blecha

Publication: 18 May 2017

Pbk   B format   / £6.99
192pp 

iSBn: 978-1-909991-422

BIC: YFQ
Ages: 7-9

Rights available: UK and Commonwealth

Jo Franklin writes funny, feelgood stories 
for readers up to 12. She likes to write about 
children who are not normally centre stage like 
tomboys, geeks and misfits. There are two titles 
in the Help! Series – hilarious but heartfelt 
books about Daniel Kendal and his friends – to 
be followed by Help! I’m a Detective.

in this series: 

ISBN: 978-1-909991-293 • £6.99

‘You’re thick, Peabrain’, says big sister Jessie.

Daniel Kendal has the smallest brain in his family and the smallest 
brain in the world. He knows absolutely nothing about anything.  
So when an unfortunate mix-up propels him into representing his 
school in the National Brainiac Championships, he is convinced he 

is heading for total humiliation. Luckily the true genius, Gordon the 
Geek, is at hand to help him improve his brain power. But will it be 
enough to ensure Daniel avoids the title of National Brainiac Loser?

The second laugh-out-loud book in the much acclaimed Help! series is 
funny and inventive with witty line drawings by Aaron Blecha.

Reviews of Help! I’m an Alien
‘One of the funniest opening chapters I’ve read … Perfect for  

fans of Roald Dahl and David Walliams’  the bookbag

‘Funny and very silly in parts, this entertaining fiction 

ultimately emphasises the important bonds of family  

and friendship’ school librarian

FICTION

Rita and the Romans
Rita and the Flying Saucer
Written and illustrated by Hilda Offen

Publication: 14 September 2017

Series: Early Readers – with colour illustrations 
on every page 

Pbk   225mm x 165mm / £6.99
32pp 

Rita and the Romans
iSBn: 978-1-909991-55-2
Rita and the Flying Saucer
iSBn: 978-1-909991-56-9

BiC: YFQ 
Ages: 5+

Rights available: World

Hilda Offen is a children’s author and illustrator 
known for her prize winning picture books, 
stories for young readers  and poetry. Her 
collection Blue Balloons and Rabbit Ears was 
shortlisted for the 2015 CLiPPA. Her new poetry 
collection is Message from the Moon, published 
May 2017. The first title in the series Rita the 
Rescuer was published by Penguin over twenty 
years ago and they have delighted children 
ever since.

Hilda lives in Brighton. She is a regular visitor 
in schools and libraries, where her author 
sessions are very popular.

FICTION

Rita the Rescuer is a girl we can all look up to! As little Rita Potter she 
is often left out of the fun by her big brothers and sister but it only 

takes a minute for her to pull on her special cloak and boots and she is 
transformed into Rita the Rescuer, strong, fast and fearless!

In Rita and the Flying 
Saucer a group of Aliens 

have landed on Earth from 
Planet Norma Alpha and 

they are causing mischief.  
Rita has to call on all her 

special powers as she 
smashes an asteroid, 

takes a lost Norm back 
to his flying saucer and 
then shows the visitors 
the quickest way home 

through space.

In Rita and the Romans it’s 
Roman day at the Sports 

Field. There’s plenty of work 
for Rita – a toddler’s being 

launched in the air from the 
catapult , a trumpeter’s in 

trouble and she is even called 
upon to build Adrian’s Wall!

in this series: 

iSBn: 978-1-909991-22-4 iSBn: 978-1-909991-21-7
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your Guess is as Good as Mine
Written by Bernard Ashley

Publication: 2 March 2017

Paperback / £5.99 
B format  64pp
ISBN: 978-1-909991-446

BIC: YFS
Ages: 7-9

Rights available: World

Bernard Ashley’s first novel The Trouble with 
Donovan Croft was published in 1974 and won 
The Other Award. A former headteacher he has 
since written over 30 books for children and 
been shortlisted for the Carnegie Medal three 
times. All Bernard’s work is realistic, reflecting 
life around him. He lives in Charlton, South 
London.

Why would a sensible 
kid like Nicky get into 

a stranger’s car?

‘It was screams and running 
feet all along the street. So it 
seemed too good to be true 

when Nicky thought  
he saw his dad’s yellow Mini 

outside the school.’

But it wasn’t his dad’s car – and 
Nicky is suddenly plunged 

 into a terrifying adventure and 
a frantic race against time …

you might also enjoy: 

 ISBN: 978-1-909991-057 • £6.99

Justin and the demon drop Kick
Written by Bernard Ashley

Publication: 2 March 2017

Paperback / £6.99 
B format  96pp
ISBN: 978-1-909991-545

BIC: YFS
Ages: 7-9

Rights available: World

Justin’s got the 
blame again 

Trouble caught up with 
Justin on a regular basis. 

But this was different. 
Someone’s kicked a  

football in Mr Branston’s 
face and the finger’s 

pointing right at Justin. 
How can he tell them who  

really did it?

‘Bright and breezy story 
with likeable and life-

like characters’                         

– books for keeps
 ISBN: 978-1-847802-804 • £6.99

A rare fiction title on ‘Stranger Danger’ by an award-winning author.
Fits with National Curriculum KS2 PSHD recommendation 3e –Developing a healthy, 
safer lifestyle: ‘… to recognize the different risks in different situations and then decide 

how to behave responsibly …’

FICTION

THe dARKeninG PATH TRiLOGy: 
Written by Philip Womack
The Broken King   
978-1-909991-00-2     272pp
The King’s Shadow  
978-1-909991-12-5  304pp
The King’s Revenge 
978-1-909991-30-9  304pp

Each Paperback 198 x 130mm £6.99

BiC: YFH
Ages 9+

Rights available: World
Rights sold: Romania

Philip Womack has been likened to Alan 
Garner (the times), and described as ‘the next 
J K Rowling’ (evening standard and daily mail). 
He is currently a Contributing Editor at Literary 
Review and writes for the Daily Telegraph and 
the Guardian, among other papers; he is also 
a Fellow at First Story. He has led workshops 
on Greek Tragedy and How to Write Children’s 
Fiction for the How To Academy. 

You are invited to celebrate the publication 
of Philip Womack’s new book 

� e King’s Shadow 
Book two in � e Darkening Path trilogy 

Wednesday 13th May 
6.30pm 

Daunt Books 
158-164 Fulham Road, 

London SW10 9PR
 

RSVP Andrea Reece 
andrea.reece@zen.co.uk 

020 8889 1292

www.troikabooks.com

Philip Womack’s fantasy trilogy The Darkening Path takes 
as its starting point Browning’s poem Childe Roland to the 

Dark Tower Came and sends two children, Simon and Flora, 
on a quest to find and save their siblings, who have been  

snatched away by the terrifying Broken King.

In the first episode, the children are chased through our world 
by the sinister Knight of the Swan. In the second, they find 

themselves in the strange land of the Broken King. Now in the 
third and final part, still in the world of the Broken King, Simon 

and Flora face one final challenge, but it’s their most difficult yet; 
fail, and everything in the kingdom will die. As they set off on 

their quest, there’s an extraordinary sense of comradeship and the 
world Womack creates rings with echoes of favourite myth and 

history: this is children’s fantasy of the highest order.

FICTION BaCKlIST

Praise for titles in The Darkening 
Path trilogy

‘Philip Womack is one of the best 
contemporary authors of children’s 
fantasy’ philip reeve

‘Womack leads his characters 
through situations and worlds, both 
familiar and fantastical, in weird and 
wonderful ways.’ we love this book

‘Superbly written and totally 
gripping.’ kate saunders, literary review

‘Set in the real world of today, into 
which magic breaks through, this 
is an intriguing fantasy for young 
readers. Womack takes the traditional 
quest as the narrative framework, 
one that will be both recognisable 
and satisfying to young readers.’ 
books for keeps

‘I loved this book; I could never put 
it down. A five star read! A mighty 
action packed book filled with 
magical creatures of all kinds.’ robert 
white, age 10, lovereading4kids
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‘An immersive read, featuring a wonderful cast of characters 
and great dialogue (Magorian knows how to deliver a line), in a 
beautifully written novel, full of incident and humour’ guardian

Two teenagers on the run.

Rachel, abused, escaping from a carehome; 
Jack, from where? Can Rachel trust him? 
Against the odds, can these two teenagers 
change their future?

A compelling story of London’s theatre world. 
12-year old Josie attends a finishing-style 
stage school where she’s firmly told she 
has no acting ability. Cast as a boy in an 
American comedy, she’s kidnapped! Josie 
escapes and takes refuge in a theatre where 
she meets the legendary director Joan 
Littlewood. But the kidnappers haven’t given 
up yet and are hot on her trail. Readers are 
kept enthralled chapter by chapter as the 
drama unfolds. Can Josie realise her dreams 
of acting?
nominated for the Carnegie Medal 

Michelle Magorian is the best-selling author of 
numerous award-winning stories for children. 
Several of her books, including Goodnight 
Mister Tom and Just Henry have been adapted 
for TV, helping book sales to reach the millions 
in the UK alone. Some of her best-loved stories 
include A Spoonful of Jam, A Little Love Song, 
and Cuckoo in the Nest. Her extensive list of 
awards includes the Costa Prize, for Just Henry, 
and the Guardian Children’s Fiction Award for 
Goodnight Mister Tom. 

FICTION BaCKlIST

impossible!
The New Hollis Family Story
Written by Michelle Magorian

Pbk   B format   / £7.99
608pp 

iSBn: 978-1-909991-04-0

BiC: YFT
Age: 11+

Rights available: World

The Mark
Written by Rosemary Hayes

Pbk   B format   / £7.99
272pp 

iSBn: 978-1-909991-18-7

BiC: YF
Age: 12+

Rights available: World
‘Totally and utterly gripping’ carousel

‘Nail-biting’ richard brown

‘The tension never flags’ irish examiner

Rosemary Hayes has written over 40 books 
for children, several of them short-listed for 
awards; her first book Race Against Time won 
the Kathleen Fidler award.

FICTION BaCKlIST

When Sara’s dad dies, she feels no-one 
loves her. She meets Liam – he’s older 
but reassuring. When he’s in trouble with 
the police they go on the run. They find a 
squat but are dragged into an underworld 
of drugs and homelessness. Then Sara’s 
friendship with Ruby, her talent and vision, 
gives her strength to find a better life.

Susan Holliday wrote Fifteen and Falling 
based on her own experience of the 
disrupting effect on families and friends of 
experimenting with drugs.

Jonathan is 12 and the only boy in his ballet class.
In Jonathan’s Leap he secures a part in the town’s Christmas pantomime. 
The male soloist has an accident before opening night. Can Jonathan fit the bill?
Jonathan Steps Up sees Jonathan struggling after his success. It’s all going 
wrong and he fails a couple of auditions. But on a visit to Paris he makes friends 
with a street dance crew and joins them for a charity gig in aid of migrants. 
Then the chief dancer vanishes and the big day is looming …

Jonathan’s Leap
iSBn: 978-0-9927497-0-5  
272pp 

Jonathan Steps up
iSBn: 978-0-9927497-1-2 
288pp 

Written by Celia Purcell

Paperback 198 x 130mm  £6.99 each

BiC: YF
Age: 10+

Rights available: World

‘Affirmative stuff … making points which need to be made about 
boys who want to dance’  susan elkin, the stage

‘Dance is cool right now, especially with the young’ alistair 
spalding, sadler’s wells

‘Celia Purcell takes a giant step forward in her novel written specially 
for boys who dream of dancing. Ballet stories for boys are still thin on 
the ground making Purcell’s inspirational story very timely’  pam norfolk

Fifteen and Falling
Written by Susan Holliday

Pbk   B format   / £7.99
192pp 

iSBn: 978-1-905665-92-1

BIC: YA
Ages: 12+

Rights available: UK, Eire

‘Immensely readable and evocative’ 
mandy pannet

Celia Purcell trained in ballet, later turning to 
contemporary dance, where she performed in 
venues ranging from theatres to open fields; 
she has taught widely in London, Tehran and 
Calgary, 
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Here are four gripping stories set at turning 
points in the lives of Kantu, whose tribal 
dance leads to his exile; Lenny, who has 
reasons for hating school; Zafar, caught 
up in a catastrophic tsunami; and Winnie, 
who has her indifferent eyes opened by her 
blind uncle.

Actions speak louder than words! 
Say hello to Nerissa, Kompel, Milly, Ugaso 
and Kim – each a hero in her own way. 
Whether it’s saving the day at a wedding, 
helping out a troubled pupil at school or 
overcoming a personal plight, each of our 
girls rises to a serious challenge.

It’s 1939 and London’s children are being 
evacuated. That includes Jack, a young 
tearaway who’d rather stay on the streets 
of Woolwich. When Lady Ashwell sweeps 
him off to the Hall, Jack becomes good 
friends with her son Clive. Ever on the 
watch for spies the boys work together 
when they turn up what they think is a 
German spy ring. The truth, when they 
discover it, is different but no less shocking.

Written by Bernard Ashley
For other Bernard Ashley titles see p23

Jack and the German Spy
Pbk   B format   / £6.99
272pp 

iSBn: 978-0-9573013-4-4

BIC: YF
Ages: 7-9

Rights available: World

FICTION BaCKlIST

The Way it is
Pbk   B format   / £6.99
160pp 

iSBn: 978-1-909991-05-7

BIC: YFU
Ages: 7-9

Rights available: World

Hero Girls
Pbk   B format   / £6.99
160pp 

iSBn: 978-0-9570357-2-0

BIC: YFU
Ages: 7-9

Rights available: World

Daniel feels he has nothing in common with his 
family. He takes his big sister at her word when she 
explains that the reason he looks different to the 
rest of his family is because he is actually an alien, 
adopted by her parents. When Daniel consults his 
friends Freddo and Gordon the Geek, they decide 
to do whatever it takes to return him to his alien 
home – with results nobody predicted!
Shortlisted for the Hull Children’s Book Award
‘The voice feels real and I particularly  
love the use of lists to share both 
important plot information and  
funny asides’ the bookbag

Oliver’s finding it hard at school. He really wants 
a dog to look after but his parents are not keen 
and he gets a puppy in secret. Can he keep Flow? 
Then they face a challenge on the fells and show 
just what they’re made of. 

Shortlisted for the Smarties Prize and the 
Kathleen Fidler Award

Barn owls have lived in the barn at Hoden Farm 
for as long as anyone can remember. But times 
are changing and developers are eyeing the 
barn. Barney is determined to do something for 
his family but does he have the skills to save the 
family home?

‘Has a strong conservation message 
which deserves to be heard. Suitable for 
confident readers . . . would make  
a good storytime book’  clare morpurgo

Help! i’m an Alien
Written by Jo Franklin
Line illustrations by Aaron Blecha

Pbk   B format   / £6.99
192pp 

iSBn: 978-1-909991-29-3

BIC: YFQ
Ages: 7-9

Rights available: UK, Commonwealth

A dog Called Flow
Written by Pippa Goodhart
Illustrations by Anthony Lewis

Pbk   B format   / £5.99
128pp 

iSBn: 978-1-909991-16-3

BiC: YFC
Ages: 7-9

Rights available: World 
Rights sold: Catalonia

Pippa Goodhart’s first book was published 
in 1994; she has had over 90 books published 
including the award-winning picture book You 
Choose which has sold over a million copies.

Barmy Barney Barn Owl
Written by Ann Jungman
Illustrated by Marion Lindsay

Pbk   B format   / £5.99
80pp 

iSBn: 978-0 -9573013-5-1

BiC: YFC
Ages: 7-9

Rights available: World

FICTION BaCKlIST

‘Powerful message about bravery, 
friendship and the challenges of dyslexia, 
delivered in a pacy, action-packed story’ 
alexandra strick, inclusive minds
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Written and illustrated  
by Hilda Offen

Too Many Hats

Pbk   B format   / £4.99
80pp 

iSBn: 978-0 -9573013-3-7

BiC: YF
Ages: 5-7

Rights available: World

in this series: 

ROMAnS  ISBN: 978-1-909991-55-2 • £6.99 
FLyinG SAuCeR  ISBN: 978-1-909991-56-9 • £6.99

Rita Rides Again
iSBn: 978-1-909991-22-4

Rita on the River
iSBn: 978-1-909991-21-7

Series: Early Readers – with colour illustrations 
on every page 

Pbk   225mm x 165mm / £5.99
32pp 

BiC: YF
Ages: 5+

Rights available: World

FICTION BaCKlIST

Rita the Rescuer, superhero, introduced to a new generation  
of readers in two brand-new stories.

Younger readers will be inspired by this brave and powerful character. 
Once Rita has changed into her Rescuer outfit she’s ready for any 

adventure, whether it’s scaring off a castle ghost, battling knights 
 in a swordfight, sorting out a giant crocodile or rescuing a puppy  

that can’t swim. You can count on the Rescuer! 

A perfect first reader, funny and 
entertaining with clear simple text  
and lots of illustrations.
Paloma wants a pet but they are not 
allowed at the palace, no matter how much 
she screams and shouts. So she’s thrilled 
when a big furry cat jumps through the 
window. She calls it Hattie, Hat for short. 
Then Hat disappears. That’s when the 
trouble really starts …

PICTURE BOOKS BaCKlIST

Bocchi and Pocchi are the 
best of friends. One night 
Pocchi disappears. Can these 
woolly friends ever find each 
other again? 

The two socks meet an 
injured bird and take 
her to their home. But 
in the morning they find 
unexpected guests have  
also arrived!

‘Socks as you’ve never 
seen them before!  
The illustrations are a 
delight – bright and 
simple and full of fun’  
parents in touch

Bocchi and Pocchi have found a 
caterpillar in the kitchen! They 
want to take care of him, but 
who on earth eats cabbage for 
breakfast? Soon Bocchi and 
Pocchi’s new friend will give 
them a wonderful surprise!

Bocchi + Pocchi
Written by and illustrated by
Noriko Matsubara

Pbk   230 x 230mm   / £6.99
32pp 

BIC: YBC
Ages: 3+

Bocchi + Pocchi’s Big Surprise
iSBn: 978-1-909991-19-4
Bocchi + Pocchi and the Bird
iSBn: 978-1-909991-01-9
Bocchi + Pocchi: A Tale of Two Socks
ISBN:  978-0-9573013-0-6

Rights available: World 
Rights sold: China, Korea

noriko Matsubara is a children’s book author 
and illustrator born in Japan. Bocchi and Pocchi: 
A Tale of Two Socks was her first picture book. 
The inspiration for the story came from her 
childhood as she would watch her grandmother 
regularly darning socks and wondering what 
might happen to them. Noriko has continued 
the series with two more titles, Bocchi and 
Pocchi and the Bird and Bocchi and Pocchi’s 
Big Surprise.
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A small fish with a big imagination, 
thinking about falling in love, getting 
old and climate change. But there’s  
one thing he thinks about most of  
the time . . .

‘A perceptive and unusual 
picture book.’  parents in touch

‘A little gem of a book, to be read 
many times over’ carousel

‘It feels like a classic’  
mumsnet.com

PICTURE BOOKS BaCKlIST

Mortimer is taking a picnic to his 
best friend, Oggy, who has a bad 
cold. But a hungry crocodile, a 
wolf and a troll all want to eat the 
picnic AND Mortimer!

‘An action-packed saga of 
thrills, misadventures and 
friendship’ jill bennett

Rachel loves living on a narrowboat and 
she loves Snowy, the big and beautiful boat 
horse.
‘A beautiful, timeless classic that 
should be on every child’s bookshelf’ 
carousel

Winner of the Children’s Book Award for 
the best picture book of the year.

Orq the cave boy loves Woma the  
woolly mammoth. But his mother 
doesn’t – he’s a hairy, smelly beast,  
not house-trained. Can Orq persuade  
her that Woma is the perfect pet?

‘Laugh-out-loud funny …  
you automatically put on  
your best caveman voice’   
picture books blogger

This Orq. (he cave boy)
Written by david elliott
Illustrated by Lori nichols

Paperback 279 x 216mm / £6.99
32pp Full colour illustrations

iSBn: 978-1-909991-20-0

BiC: YBCS
Ages: 3+

Rights available: UK, Eire

Snowy
Written by Berlie Doherty
illustrated by Keith Bowen

Paperback 260 x 195mm / £6.99
32pp Full colour illustrations

iSBn: 978-0-9573013-9-9

BiC: YBCS
Ages: 3+

Rights available: UKANZCan

Mortimer’s Picnic
Written and illustrated by nick Ward

Paperback 250 x 250mm / £6.99
32pp Full colour illustrations

iSBn: 978-1-909991-27-9

BIC: YBCS
Ages: 3+

Rights available: World

What i Think About When  
i Think About ...Swimming
Written by eleanor Levenson
Illustrated by Katie O’Hagan

Paperback 255 x 230mm / £6.99
32pp Full colour illustrations
iSBn: 978-1-909991-02-6

BIC: YBC
Ages: 3+

Rights available: World
Zoe lives by the river with her Dear Old Dog. 
Seeing all the boats go by only makes Zoe want 
to go to sea herself. Dog is not sure he wants to 
go with her. So Zoe heads off alone and then 
she reaches the sea and some very dangerous 
waves. ‘Help!’ cries Zoe – but who can help? An 
appealing adventure for newly independent 
readers in a modern graphic format.

Peter has heard the legend of the Selkie 
seals who can turn into humans. One day he 
rescues a real live Selkie from the oysterman’s 
nets. Beautiful Selkie teaches Peter the secret 
language of the sea, but will this be enough to 
save them when danger threatens? 

‘We are told Gillian McClure based her 
illustrations on the experience of visits 
to the island of Colonsay. Whatever spirit 
informs them, they seem full of the sense of 
another time and another place’ quentin blake 

Winner of the uS Parent’s Guide to Children’s 
Media Award

A boy thinks there is something living inside 
the old hollow tree that stands in the park. 
When he is pulled through a hole he finds 
himself inside the tree and meets a little white 
Sprite. A gentle story showing a mysterious 
and magical friendship. 

Two boys – and a dog – find a place where 
the streams meet the sea. Can they build a 
dam that will hold back the water? There are 
stones and driftwood and strands of seaweed 
– is it enough to stop the stream?  
‘A hymn to the joy of “messing about” 
on the beach’  jane ray

Is there a mouse living 
in this house? Well, 
the bird has seen it, 
the squirrel has heard 
it, the cat has even 
touched it. But this is 
no ordinary mouse . . . 
Ideal for a very young 
child beginning to 

become aware of the 
senses.

‘A delicate play of rhyme, rhythm, 
perspective, pattern, shape, colour and 
light defines this picture book for the very 
young’ catriona nicholson 

Gillian McClure

Mouse in 
the House 

When an ox, a fox and a hen find 
themselves thrown together in a flood, 
they realise they must start working as a 
team if they are going to reach land safely. 

‘A warm and beautifully illustrated 
story about cooperation in adversity’  
anthony browne

Gillian McClure

Written and illustrated  
by Gillian McClure

Mouse in the House
Paperback 279 x 197mm / £6.99
32pp Full colour illustrations
iSBn: 978-0-956510-86-0 
BiC: YBCS Age: 3+
Rights available: World

Flood
Paperback 270 x 220mm / £6.99
32pp Full colour illustrations
iSBn: 978-0-9565108-5-3
BiC: YBCS Age: 3+
Rights available: World

Selkie
Paperback 260 x 180mm / £6.99
32pp Full colour illustrations
iSBn: 978-1-909991-26-2
BiC: YBCS Age: 4+
Rights available: World Rights sold: China

Zoe’s Boat
Paperback 210 x 297mm / £6.99
32pp Full colour illustrations
iSBn: 978-0-9565108-2-2
BiC: YBCS Age: 4+
Rights available: World Rights sold: China

The Little White Sprite
Paperback 190 x 257mm / £6.99
32pp Full colour illustrations
iSBn: 978-0-9565108-1-5 
BiC: YBCS Age: 3+
Rights available: World

We’re Going to Build a dam
Paperback 230 x 250mm / £6.99
32pp Full colour illustrations
iSBn: 978-0-9565108-4-6 
BiC: YBCS Age: 4+
Rights available: World

PICTURE BOOKS BaCKlIST
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POETRY BaCKlIST

Hilda Offen’s first collection of her own 
poems celebrates the enduring glory 
of rhythm and rhyme. 
Shortlisted for the CliPPA Award.

Blue Balloons and Rabbit ears
Written and illustrated by Hilda Offen

Pbk   225 x 165mm  / £5.99  /  64pp 

iSBn: 978-1-909991-03-3

BiC: YDP
All ages

Rights available: World

Enter the wacky wordy world of funny poems! 
There are nearly fifty in this collection by leading 
performance poet, Neal Zetter. There’s something for 
everyone here from poems about a bored superhero, 
an angry shopping trolley, the medical room, a 
mammoth on the underground – and even the world’s 
worst toilet.
These are poems to be read aloud and shared. It is a 
welcome follow up to Neal’s previous collection,  
Bees in My Bananas.

it’s not Fine to Sit on a Porcupine 
Lots of funny poems
Written by neal Zetter
Illustrated by Rory Walker

Pbk   225 x 165mm  / £6.99  /  96pp 

iSBn: 978-1-909991-28-6

BiC: YDP
Ages: 7-11

Rights available: World

‘Mister Shark, don’t eat me up!’  Children will love 
shouting out  ‘SSSSNAP!’ and clapping their hands as 
they call out the rhyming body part word to SSSSTOP 
Mister Shark every time he tries to take a bite.
Wonderfully weird and brightly coloured illustrations 
help to make this a first introduction to rhythm and 
rhyme.

‘Odd socks are all I ever wear.  
I cannot make a matching pair!’
Children are encouraged to join in and shout out the 
colour of each  missing sock in every verse right up to 
a surprise ending in this colourful picture poetry book. 
Bright, bold illustrations throughout make this a fun 
book for performing a poem together.

SSSSnAP! Mister Shark
My First Performance poetry book
iSBn: 978-1-909991-35-4 

Odd Socks 
My First Performance poetry book
iSBn: 978-1-909991-41-5

Written by Neal Zetter
illustrated by Chris White

Pbk   230 x 230mm  / £5.99  / 32pp 

BiC: YDP 
Age: 4+

Rights available: World

“White is the moon, and brown the owl in the moonlight”
Stunning images of the natural world illustrate this 
cumulative rhyme taking the reader through night into 
day and back again. Ideal book for sharing with a child 
at bedtime.
‘A book rich in poetry and colour’  
books for keeps

White is the Moon
Written and illustrated by Valerie Greeley

Pbk   225 x 165mm  / £6.99  /  32pp 

iSBn: 978-0-9927473-0-5

BIC: YDP
Age: 3+

Rights available: World 
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Written by Rosemary Hayes
Forgotten Footprints
A story of the wrecking of the Dutch ship Zuytdorp off the 
coast of Western Australia in 1711. Evidence shows there were 
survivors who integrated with local aborigines, establishing a 
genetic link between the coastal tribes and western Europeans 
long before the arrival of Captain Cook.
Age: YA  Pbk  B format  272pp  Rights: World

The Blue-eyed Aborigine
Cabin boy Jan, and Wouter, a young soldier, are caught up in 
a tragic shipwreck and a struggle for survival off the coast of 
Australia, a country so different from their native Holland.
‘A gripping adventure story … raises timeless questions 
about human behaviour, conditioning and ultimately  
the power of love’ magpies

Age: YA  Pbk B format  224pp Rights: World

Written by Bernard Ashley
Lizzie Parsons: Her deeds and Words
A novel about the Suffragette movement and the struggle to 
obtain justice for women.
Through her meetings with feminist and suffragist women, 
16-year-old Lizzie Parsons finds her life transformed and her 
horizons expanded, especially at home where she finds the 
courage to stand up to her father who is an abusive tyrant. 
Beautifully judged and sensitively written this is a novel that 
speaks powerfully to a contemporary readership.
To be published in 2018 to coincide with the centenary 
celebrations of the start of women’s suffrage.
Age 12+   Pbk B format  272pp  Rights: World

Written by Ann Jungman
Vlad the drac
Vlad downunder
Zany fun from Vlad, the tiny vegetarian vampire who  
made his first appearance in print over 30 years ago.
‘Funny, unpredictable, playful and defiant, Vlad is  

always excellent company’ nicholas tucker

‘With this vampire, it’s not your neck you have to worry 

about but your giggle-box – laugh, I nearly died!’ 
michael rosen

Age 7-9  Pbk  B format   160pp each  Rights: World

Two retellings of Korean tales
Written and illustrated by Gillian McClure

The Land of the dragon King 
and other Korean stories
The sea hasn’t always been salty and rabbits haven’t always 
had bobtails. How the sea got its salt, pigs their snouts and 
rabbits their fluffy tales is revealed in this ebullient collection 
of Korean folk retellings. Enchanting tales reveal an eastern 
world of tigers and princesses, rice-cakes, persimmons and the 
Land beyond the Stars.

The Ant that Laughed Too Much
Korean Animal Tales
Six sparkling read-aloud tales of mischief and magic.

Age 3+  Pbk 278 x 215mm  64pp  Rights: World

Written and illustrated by Noriko Matsubara
Bocchi and Pocchi Board books:
Bocchi + Pocchi Go for a Walk
Where is Pocchi? 
Die-cut board books featuring the two lovable socks, with holes 
to peek through and flaps to lift. Fun for the youngest child.
Age: 0-3  Board Books  190 x 190mm  Rights: World

FORTHCOMING TITLES

THE ANT 
THAT LAUGHED 

TOO MUCH
  

Korean 
animal stories
Gillian McClure
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